THE     TRIALS
Baihaut was given a sentence of five years' imprison-
ment, with a fine of 750,000 francs and loss of civil
rights. All three defendants were jointly ordered to
refund to the liquidator of the Panama Company the
sum of 375,000 francs which had been paid out to M.
Baihaut on account.
It is impossible not to sympathise deeply with
Charles de Lesseps. That he was weak and dominated
by big figures in the financial and political world must
be granted. But it would seem that the whole business
had got beyond his capacity. He had neither the
ability nor the experience to cope with a crisis where
the most delicate balance of judgment was required.
Transparently honest himself, he yielded only to claims
that what he was asked to do was usual and customary
in such circumstances. His duty, as he saw it, was to
safeguard the shareholders by keeping the undertaking
going somehow: he did not realise that the means by
which he hoped to do so were questionable. Added
to this was his determination to protect his father from
all worry and anxiety so dangerous to him at his
advanced age. He had gone into the business against
his better judgment, and only because his father had
espoused the cause with enthusiasm, refusing all
advice to keep clear of it.
Now, as he stood pale but collected in the anteroom
reserved for accused persons, he had no bitterness in
his heart against anyone. Indeed, his first action was
heartily to congratulate M. Fontaine on his acquittal.
Mercifully, Ferdinand de Lesseps and his son were
spared the utmost severities of the sentences passed
upon them. When the appeal from the judgment of